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Contact Us

School Programs Phone: 604-257-6908 ext. 103

Email: school@stanleyparkecology.ca

Website: www.stanleyparkecology.ca

Mail: Stanley Park Ecology, PO Box 5167, Vancouver, BC,
V6B 4B2
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Explore environmental stewardship
right at school.

Build a deeper understanding of species, ecosystems, and ecological
interconnectedness. Students will examine the relationships between species
and their environments while considering how knowledge and personal
connection can influence our willingness to care for the natural world.

Our educators bring the experience of Stanley Park Ecology to your school,
creating opportunities for students to connect with nature right on school
greenspaces.
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Land Acknowledgement

"Stanley Park" is on the ancestral and unceded lands of the x*maBk~ayam
(Musqueam), Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish), and salilwatat (Tsleil-Waututh). These Nations
have actively been the stewards of this land for thousands of years, before being
forcibly removed by European settlers during colonization, who named this land
“Stanley Park” just over a hundred years ago.

As we bring our programming into schools and classrooms, we invite students and
educators to reflect on the relationships between x*maBk~ayam, Skwxwi7mesh, and
salilwatat and the lands and waters where we live. We encourage learners to consider
the many ways the local first nations have cared for these lands since time

immemorial, as well as the impacts of settler colonialism.
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Program Checklist

To do before your visit:

Read this Teacher Information Package

carefully.

Confirm the program date, time, location,
and participating class(es).

Identify an appropriate space for the
program.

Let us know in advance about any
accessibility, sensory, behavioural, or
learning needs.

Review the program expectations with
students.

Ensure students are dressed
appropriately for the activities and space
being used.

Arrange for the required school
staff/adult support to be present.

Share the Essential Caregiver Information

with families, if applicable.
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Ensure the program space is available and

ready when the educator arrives.

Send payment a minimum of four weeks

prior to your program



Accessibility

Stanley Park Ecology wants every student to feel supported, comfortable,
and able to participate meaningfully in our programs.

Our in-school programs can often be adapted to accommodate different
needs. Please let us know about any accommodations or modifications your

group may require as early as possible so that we can work with you to plan
an inclusive experience.

Sensory Support Kits

Our Sensory Support Kits are free to borrow, and include items such as
noise- canceling earmuffs, fidgets, and sunglasses. You can request a kit
when booking your field trip by selecting ‘yes’ on the booking form and
indicating how many (maximum of 5) are needed, or by emailing
school@stanleyparkecology.ca.

Support Staff & Additional Adults

We welcome educational assistants, support staff, caregivers, and other adults
who accompany students requiring additional assistance. School staff and
support adults are encouraged to participate in the program and help ensure
that students are supported throughout the experience.
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Curriculum Connections

Ecology at School is a place-based program that connects directly with the BC
Grade 8 to Grade 12 science curriculum. The program provides opportunities
for students to make connections between living things and their
environment. Below, you'll find some Big Ideas that will be addressed:

Big Ideas
Grade 8 Grade 11
e Life processes are performed at e Complex roles and relationships
the cellular level contribute to diversity of ecosystems
Grade 9 e Changing ecosystems are maintained
e The biosphere, geosphere, by natural processes
hydrosphere, and atmosphere are  Grade 12
interconnected, as matter cycles e Human activities cause changes in the
and energy flows through them global climate system
Grade 10
e DNA is the basis for the diversity of
living things

e Energy is conserved, and its
transformation can affect living
things and the environment

Curricular Competencies

Grade 8-12

e Demonstrate a sustained intellectual curiosity
about a scientific topic or problem of personal
interest

e Make observations aimed at identifying their
own questions, including increasingly complex
ones, about the natural world

e Observe, measure, and record data (qualitative
and quantitative), using equipment, including

digital technologies, with accuracy and precision cx T e 3. Sl
e Express and reflect on a variety of experiences, ' \\ o
perspectives, and worldviews through place Photo: Frank Lin

e Contribute to care for self, others, community,
and world through individual or collaborative
approaches


https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/environmental-science
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/environmental-science
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/11/environmental-science
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/12/environmental-science
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/science/12/environmental-science
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Payment

Payment is due a minimum of four weeks prior to your program date. We accept
credit card, cash, or cheque. Please make cheques payable to Stanley Park
Ecology Society and mark them with your invoice number, school name and
program date. A $25 fee will be charged for all cheques returned NSF.

Cancellation Policy

Our programs are popular and space is limited. Cancellations made more than
four weeks before the program date will receive a 50% refund. No refunds will be
provided for cancellations within four weeks of the program date.

Be Prepared

Our programs run rain or shine and are held entirely outside. Students will be
learning through hands-on activities, getting a bit dirty and possibly wet (especially
shoes). Please review the enclosed ‘what to wear’ list with your students prior to
their park visit.

Photography

We recognize that photos are a great way for classes to document their learning,
and so we allow photos during our programs; however, it is our policy at SPE
School Programs that no videos are to be taken of/during our programs.

Inclement Weather

Programs run rain or shine, however during dangerous weather we occasionally
have to cancel programs for safety reasons. Government-issued weather advisories
are also monitored for important recommendations. We will notify you by email if
the program needs to be rescheduled. If rescheduling is not possible, refunds will
be offered, subject to a 20% administration fee.
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Field Trip Date:

Your child will be participating in a Stanley Park Ecology in-
school program.

During the program, students will explore the natural world through hands-on
activities, stories, sensory exploration, observation, movement, and investigation.
Students will learn about plants, animals, habitats, and the connections between
living things. Since the program takes place at school, students will not need to
travel to Stanley Park for this experience.

What to wear and bring?

e Comfortable clothing to move freely e Please, no umbrellas! In a large
(layers recommended for variable group, umbrellas can block the view
weather). for your child's classmates and can

e Good walking shoes that you don't accidentally poke someone in the
mind getting wet or muddy. NO flip eye.
flops or sandals! ¢ Avoid clothes made of cotton on

e If sunny: sunscreen and hat. rainy days. Cotton can be very cold

e Ifraining: rain pants and waterproof when wet. Wear wool or synthetic
jacket with hood or hat. clothes whenever possible.

e If cold: warm gloves and hat.

Refillable water bottle.

In addition to school programs, the Stanley Park Ecology also offers fun, interactive
forest and wildlife walks as well as online programs for families and adults. Visit us at
www.stanleyparkecology.ca for more information about the work of the Stanley Park
Ecology Society and becoming a member.


http://www.stanleyparkecology.ca/
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