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Vancouver Bald Eagle Update 2014
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Two adult eagles with eaglet at the Wall St. nest Photo by Martin Passchier

Stanley Park Ecology Society has monitored bald eagle nests during the breeding
seasons throughouhe City ofVancouver with the assistance of volunteer

monitors and in partnership with the Lower Mainland Wildlife Tree Stewardship
program (WiTS) since 2004. Eagle numbers in Vancouver have increased since
0KS mMpcnQa ¢KSYy (KSNBHandMR008)yf e 2yS 2 NJ
demonstrating thatsomeeagles arable toadapt to urban environments.

Results of 2014 Monitoring

The 2014breedingseasorstarted with some difficultytwo nestswere
destroyed by windstormand acoupleeaglets were transferretb wildlife
rehab, but we also had one new nest added at Pt. Grey Golf co@&the21l
nests leing monitored across the City of Vancouver (see map on lasi gegbt
were inactive two failed,one was too difficult to observe, artdn were
successful in@ducing chicks (seeablel).
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Table 1 Nests Observed, active nests, successful nests and number of fledges in 2014

2 2014

Total number of

nests observed

Number of active

nests

Total number of

successful nests

Number of fledges 4 12 15 6 17 19 16 17 19 12 15

From 2004 2014, productivity the number of fledgeproduced per successful
nest) has varied year togar but has never exceeded two (séigurel). In 2014
we were glad to sea@ rebound irnthe number of fledgegroductivity, and
nesting success over 2013
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Figure 1 Productivity and Nesting Success in bald eagle nests in Vancouver from 2004~

2014
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The rebound in successful fledges is promisittgpugh it is notquite a return to
the high values seen between@®and 2012. The followingectioncontains
more detailed observations made on each nest provided largebubgxcellent
volunteer nest monitors that make this program possible

Successful Nests

Wall St. (LaFarge)

2 chicksg Originally had three eggs, but the third did not hatThe eagle pair
hasproducedchicksfor a third year in a rowThis nest was one of the most

easily visible nests in Vancouver, and had its own webcam until a windstorm on
October 22", 2014destroyed the tree, nest, and webcarfhe adultsvere
unharmedand have since moved back to their old nest on Pandora Street.
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Two eagle chicks at Wall Street nest in May 2014 Photo by Martin Passchier

Point Grey Golf Course

2 chicks; This isanew nest in Vamouver! The nest is at théuduboncertified
Point Grey Golf and Country Clidaff there have observed these eagles
attempting to nest in a locust tree there for several years. This year they were
finally successfulThe nest situated ona tree atthe 6" hole, contained two

chicks.
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Stanley Park Nests

Nests d both the Merileesand CathedralTrail sitesproduced 2 chicks each

while the Brocktonnest producedne chick The feeding must be good on the
west end of the park to produce four fledges in such close proximity. As some of
you might know, we suspect that the eagles from the Cathedral nest have been
regularly feeding on the heron colony chicks above the tennistsauring the

heron breeding season. Learn more about this in2t4 heron colony report

The nest neaflhird Beachand Pipeline Roa@ppeared to have no obviossgns

of activity.

Hastingsand RenfrewSt.

2 chickxgThree eagldswere doing well in their location above a parking lwitil
Monday June B, 2014when high winds destroyed much of the nest and caused
two of the eaglets to come crashing down from the tree. One eaglet died but the
other was rescued by OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehabilitation Sacidtg)third
eagletsuccessfullylédged. The adults hawsnce built a newest across
Hastings3reet in the PNE grounds.
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http://stanleyparkecology.ca/wp-content/plugins/download-monitor/download.php?id=402

One of the Hastings / Renfrew eaglets survived the fall and was transferred to OWL
(Orphaned Wildlife Rehabilitation Society) Photo by Martin Passchier

More Successful Nests
Each of the following nestdsosuccessfully produced one chick:

Southlands
Kerrisdale
SW Marine Dr.

E

STANLEY PARK@LOGY SOCIETY




Jeicho

1 chick- This nest has produced one fledge thygars in a row and thiseason
producedonevery photographichick.This nest had an artificial platform
installed in 201Xollowing a few years of failed nest attempts

A maturing eaglet tests its wings on the Jericho nest platform. Photo by Martin Passchier

Failedand InactiveNest Sites

Vanier Park

No chicks After four consecutive years of producing chicks, ti@stdid not
produceeagletsthis year The adult femalewhichhas historically nested here

had undergoneehabilitation © her wingearly in the seasariWhenshe

returned, shechaseda new female off her nestSeveral weeks lateithe
rehabilitatedfemale, who had been showing signs that her wing had not healed
properly, suddenlydisappeared Althougha new femaleappearedshortly after,

no chicks were preseriibr the rest of the season.

Learn more about SPES’s bald eagle monitoring program at

stanleyparkecology.ca/conservation/urban-wildlife/bald-eagles
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file://speserver/Conservation/CONSERVATION/Conservation_Robyn/SPES%20SURVEYS/a%20%20%20LONG%20TERM/Eagles/2014/stanleyparkecology.ca/conservation/urban-wildlife/bald-eagles

Strathcona Park

No chickg; After three consecutive years of producing healthy chicks, it looks as
though the eagles at Strathcomizd not produce any chick®bservers noted

that raccoon predation was likely occurring at this site, isuinclear whether

their eggs were taken, or if thgystR A R Yy Qany dgdgsetegin with

Third Beach
No chickg; though active earlier in the season, it appears that no fledges were
produced

Inactive Nests

These nests had little eagle activity or have not had adults spotted near the nest
this year

1 Botanica) Imperial MusqueamWesbrook PandoraUBC FarnpPipeline
Roadand TowerBeach

1 The monument nest proved too difficult to monittris year, as it is
difficult to access a googhntage point to definitively say whether it was
active or had fledges

UBC Farm

Inactiveg This is a relatively new nest which is believed to have been established
by the breeding pair that abandoned the nearby Wesbrook nest. However, there
Is ongoing disturbance caused by construction which may have discouraged
nesting.

The eagle monitoringrogram would not be possible without the help of our
eagle monitoring volunteers. SPES compiles observations from voluateress
Vancouveto provide theseeports.Please blp to continuebald eagle
monitoring by donating to habitat restoration and wildlife monitoring.

Written by: Dan Straker, SPES Urban Wildlife Programs Coordinator
More information: www.stanleyparkecology.ca

Contact: urbanwildlife@stanleyparkecology.ca or 604-681-9453
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https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/13157
http://www.stanleyparkecology.ca/
mailto:urbanwildlife@stanleyparkecology.ca

Bald eagle nests and the trees they reside in are protected under Section 34 of the Wildlife
Act. If you have concerns about the safety of a nest in your,gvksase contact your
regional BC Ministry of Environment office.

View this map online



https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zQBpiuNIdaXM.kEJbcY1d-d7c

